THE SEPOY REVOLT.                            37
the natives should become Christians. They believed
that the cartridges for their new Enfield rifles were pur-
posely greased with pig's fat, so that when they bit off the
ends they would be defiled, lose caste, and be compelled
to embrace the Christian religion.
Now, in a country where the population renounces
even the use of soap, because the fat of either a sacred or
unclean animal may enter into its composition, it was
found very difficult to enforce the use of cartridges pre-
pared with this substance, especially as they had to be
touched with the lips. The Government yielded in some
degree to the outcry which was made; but it was quite in
vain to modify the drill with the rifles, or to assert that
the fats in question took no part in the manufacture of the
cartridges. Not a sepoy in the army could be reassured or
persuaded to the contrary.
At this time Lord Canning was at the head of the ad-
ministration as governor-general. Perhaps this statesman
deluded himself as to the extent of t>e movement. For
some years past the star of the united kingdom had been
growing visibly dimmer in the Hindoo sky. In 1842 the
retreat from Cabul had diminished the prestige of the
European conquerors. The attitude of the English army
during the Crimean war had not in some instances been
such as to sustain its military reputation. The sepoys,
therefore, who were well acquaint with 9-11 that was